Interim Updates from April 2008 Grantees:

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society: CPAWS reports great success in the effort to
expand the boundaries of Nahanni National Park Reserve. In late 2007, CPAWS
announced that the Canadian government gave interim protection to 7 million acres,
essentially the entire South Nahanni watershed, and announced its intention to make
the protections permanent by the end of 2008. CPAWS came close to final victory just
before a federal election was called in August. Final action must now await the elec-
tion results. The federal government extended its interim protection for the watershed
for two additional years. Meanwhile, federal Environment Minister John Baird
announced that the headwaters of the South Nahanni River would be temporarily
protected to enable the creation of a new national park. This interim protection would
protect an additional 1.8 million acres in the greater Nahanni watershed.

Colorado Wild: We supported Colorado Wild’s Friends of Wolf Creek Campaign to
protect a critical wildlife corridor and recreational destination from a misguided com-
mercial development on a private inholding surrounded by public lands at Wolf Creek
Pass. A Colorado Wild lawsuit overturned Forest Service authorization for two roads
across public land to access the proposed development. The court ordered the Forest
Service to withdraw its approval, and conduct a new Environmental Impact Statement
that thoroughly considers the impacts of the development before making any access
decision. Colorado Wild is now working to facilitate a buyout or exchange of the prop-
erty to restore the entire Wolf Creek Pass area to public ownership.

"W Greater Yellowstone Coalition: We supported GYC'’s effort to protect 1.2 million acres
of public land in the Wyoming Range from oil and gas development. After years of GYC
building public support for the protections, Wyoming’s Congressional delegation has
introduced legislation to withdraw the Wyoming Range from potential new oil and gas
leases. The bill is now part of a legislative package awaiting final action in Congress. If
the bill does not pass this year, it will likely move in 2009.

Nevada Wilderness Project: NWP reports progress in its effort to protect 560,000
acres in Clark County, including a 200,000-acre Gold Butte wilderness, and a 360,000-
acre National Conservation Area adjacent to the Grand Canyon-Parashant National
Monument. Legislation for these protections were introduced in the House and will
likely move in 2009.

Northern Alaska Environmental Center: NAEC has used our support to fight a proposed
land exchange that would enable the federal government to open portions of the Yukon
Flats National Wildlife Refuge to oil and gas development. NAEC reports that their
efforts generated enough public pressure on the US Fish and Wildlife Service to delay its
decision on the exchange until after the Bush administration leaves office. The group is
confident that the proposed land exchange will face much stronger scrutiny under the
new Obama administration.

Oregon Natural Desert Association: After years of hard work, ONDA has made impor-
tant progress in its effort to protect the Badlands and Spring Basin, two wildlands in
Oregon’s high desert. In June, Senator Ron Wyden introduced legislation to protect
these two areas. The bills are now part of a legislative package awaiting final action in
Congress. If the bill does not pass this year, it will likely move in 2009.

Trust for Public Land-Maine: TPL's Mahoosuc Conservation Campaign has made impor-
tant progress with our support. Since April, TPL has completed three key land acquisi-
tions in the Mahoosuc region of Maine, totaling 9,000 acres.

WaterWatch: WaterWatch reports that, this summer, Gold Hill Dam, on the mainstem
of Oregon’s Rogue River, was removed, and Elk Creek Dam, a passage barrier on a
Rogue tributary critical to salmon and steelhead, was notched. In addition, the pumping
plants that will replace Savage Rapids Dam are almost complete and dam removal will
commence in 2009. This exciting progress caps many years of work advocating for
improvements to the management of the Rogue River to benefit fish populations and
whitewater recreation.




